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In pictures: Sajal Ghosh launches ‘India
in Monochrome’, featuring photos from
his travels across India, at Bengal Club
With four decades of experience with the camera, Ghosh explained the vision behind his latest work

BY TITAS CHOUDHURY | PUBLISHED 17.05.24, 11:36 AM
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(L-R) Tridib Kumar Chattopadhyay, Sajal Ghosh, Anita Agnihotri, Rajarshi Banerji and Jael Silliman

unveil Sajal Ghosh’s second book, ‘India in Monochrome’ (Bee Books), at the Bengal Club on May 12

Photos: Amit Pramanik
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Professionally involved in the �ield of corporate law, Ghosh has been a passionate photographer for

four decades. The book chronicles Ghosh’s journey across India in black-and-white shots, capturing

candid moments that “reveal many facets and perspectives of life in India”

Ghosh is an EFIP and EFIAP awardee from the Federation of Indian Photography and published his

�irst book, ‘India in Celebration’, in colour in 2021. He has �ive solo exhibitions to his credit at

Kolkata’s Birla Academy of Art and Culture. “Covering the vast and varied aspects of India isn’t easy…
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While travelling [across India], I was always thinking if a new dimension could be given to the

frames I was capturing. For me, the street is where the drama is,” said Ghosh

ADVERTISEMENT

The book contains a total 142 images divided into seven segments, and the captions for each photo

only mentions the location of the images. According to Silliman, “the lack of description is

intentional, so as to make the viewer think and interpret each image on their own”
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“Each photo in the book has a story to tell. I believe you can read the images in the book if you sit in a

quiet place and pay attention. The artist’s skill, and not his tool, is what ultimately matters,”

commented Anita Agnihotri, who also underlined the importance of monochrome for a generation

that has seen visual media transform from black-and-white to colour

“Ghosh both follows and breaks the rules of grammar of photography in his work. I have seen him

evolve since his �irst exhibition, and when I �irst �ipped through this book, my delight increased

manifold,” said Rajarshi Banerjee. Describing a photo of a storm over the Pangong Tso lake in

Ladakh, Banerjee said that he had “never seen any picture of Ladakh like it”, labelling Ghosh’s work

“a class apart”
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The proceeds from ‘India in Monochrome’ as well as those from Ghosh’s previous book are to be

donated to charity. Ghosh’s own foundation, called Create for Life, utilises the royalties of his work to

uplift the downtrodden. At the launch, Ghosh made a donation of Rs 50,000 to the Rescue and Relief

Foundation, an NGO assisting traf�icked women, homeless elders and destitute children. “I can

simply write a cheque for these purposes, as many do. But donating my earnings from photography

drives me to work harder and be better at it,” observed Ghosh
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